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tude of the Government. Rather than
condemunation the Government shonld re-
ceive commendation at the hands of our
critics in that respect. The ery for econ-
omy pgoes round the State. Wherever
hon. members go and addrvess their elec-
tors or other meetings they talk economy.
The Leader of the Opposition is always
talking economy. Yet directly the effort
is made in one direction we have whole-
sale condemnation.

Mr, Angwin: It is not eeonomy; it is
only another method of raising money:

just removing the responsibility to an-
other man.

The MINISTER IPOR WORKS: Tt
is nuthing but the business control the
member for Cue advocated, which, as T
said at the outset, is going to effect econ-
omy without impairing efficieney, and
suvely the hon. member is in favour of
that?

My, Angwin: No; it is only raising the
money in another direction.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
submit in conclusion that the Governor's
Speech, which was vead at the opening
of this Parliament, contains briefly the
outline of a continuation of the progres-
sive policy whieh has characterised the
Administration sinee their ineeption. T
submit, with all due deference—

Mr. Holman: And humility.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: And
with all humilily, I submit thai the efforts
of the Government have heen wisely
directed in the development of the natural
resources of the State with good effect.
1 submit, furiher, that the finances of the
State have been held with a firm hand
by every llinister controlling depart-
ments, that substantial economies have
been elfeeied in nearly every department,
and that the lean moneys that have been
raised have been wisely expended in the
best interests of the people generally. T
eannot say more than thal. Of course
if other members hiad heen in our posi-
tions I have no doubt the Leader of the
Opposition would have put the break on
and eried “mark time” once more. I am
thankful that the wisdom of a united peo-
ple has decided that he shall remain
where he is, as Leader of the Opposition,

“eredit of the State is econcerned.
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in order thai he may bring forth from
lime to time these harinless eriticisms, so
far as we are concerned, and, I venture
to think, unwise deduections, so far as the
I hope
he will iake a more optimistic view of the
future of this great country; that he will
realise there are unbounded resources,
and that the matter of a small deficit,
increasing perhaps rather unduly at the
present time, is not one for alarm, and
that with the vecurrence of the good
seasons, n plentiful rainfall, and the large
export of wheat, which is bound to fol-
low, he may take heart and that the land
whicli he himself has taken up will bring
him that measure of prosperity and
wealth whieh I think is going to come to
all those who have the faith and confi-
dence to invest in the veal estate of this
portion of the Commonwealth.

On motion by Mr. Holman, debate ad-
journed.

BILL —BILLS OF SALB
AMENDMENT.
Received from the Legislative Couneil,
and read a first time.

ACT

House adjourned at 10.13 pom.

Legislative Hssembly,
Thurs&ay, 2nd September, 1909.
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The SPEAKER took the Clair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayess.
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QUESTION —MINING AND FORELGN
LABOTUR.
North Star Mine.

Me. GOURLEY asked the Mmister for
Mines: 1, What was the numher of Brit-
ishers and fareigners employed at the
North Star mine, Maleolm, as on the 31st
July, 19092 2, The amount of subsidy
paid by the Government to the North Star
mine at Maleolm?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, No information available. 2,

No subsidy has been paid to the North
Star mine.

QUESTION—RAILWAY PROJECT,
LEONORA-LLAWLERS.

Mr, GOURLEY asked the Premier :
Is it the intention of the Government to
introduce a Bill this session far the eon-
struction of the Leonora to Lawlers Rail-
way?

The PREMIER replied: The question
has not yet heen determined.

QUESTION—OPEN MARKETS.

Mr. JACOBY asked the Minister for
Agprienlture: 1, Has the Minister received
any reply to his communication to the
Perth City Council on the subject of the
establishment of open markets, and if so,
will he please state its nature? 2, If the
council are not prepared to proceed in this
matter, and as the Minister has expressed
the opinion that their provision is neces-
sary in the interests of both producer
and eonsumer, is it the intention of the
Government to provide sueh markeis?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: 1, The deparimeni have
been in frequent ecommunieation with the
Town Clerk. in order to keep in touch
with this question. 2, The eounecil are still
investizating the proposal, and have con-
ferred with representative market garden-
ers. The lakter have promised to furnish
definile informarien to the eouncil as to
the extent of the suppori that will be ex-
tended to the proposed markets by the
trade should they be provided. On re-
ceipt of this, the council will further con-
sider the question.
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QUESTION—RAILWAY, MUMNDAR-
ING WEIR.

Mr. JACOBY asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has the aitention of the Min-
ister been drawn to the lack of adeguate
provision for holiday traffic on the Mun-
daring Weir line? 2, Has a proposal
been made to the Railway Deparfment
that this line should be transferred to *that
departmeni in order to secure an im-
provement in traflic conditions? 3, Has
a decision vet heen arrived at on the =ub-
jeet?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS ve-
plied: 1, Yes. 2 and 3, Arrangements
for transferring the line are almost com-
pleted, and it is expected that the Rail-
way Department will assume eontrol at
an early date.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Fourth Day.— Conclusion,
Pebate resumed from the previons day.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison) : T do not
intend to delay the House for long as
the session has started very late, and he-
cause so many imporfant measures have
heen announced to come before ns that
an opportunity will he afforded before
long for discussing the various matters
referred to. It is a great pity that the
zeseions are started so late every year, as
members are not piven an epportunity to
discuss various important matters as they
should., Tn connection with this Address-
in-Reply, T should not have spoken had
it not heen for the remarks made yester-
day hv the Minister for Works wiik re-
zard to arhitration matters. As on every
vecasion when he speaks. he then endea-
voured Lo draw inlerences trom remarks
made by members on this side of the
House. which were altogether unfounded,
and to sugeest ideas which had never or-
iginated with those members. He alwaxs
attempts to miseonsirue remarks made by
members on the Opposition side of the
House.

The Minister for Works: That is not
fair.

Mr. HOLMANXN: The Minister tries to
say, when there is any ecriticism from
members on this side with regard to
arbitration matters, an attack is heing
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made on the president of the Court or
some other person. That is not the case.
Yesterday the Minister endeavoured to
misconstrue remarks made by a member,
by sugzgesting that it was an attack on
the president. We know well that so far
as the workers are concemed, they have
always loyally obeyed all the decisions of
the Arbitration Court; but on the other
hand the employers on every occasion,
when an award has been made, have taken
the opportunity te reduee all the work-
ers down o the minimum rate awarded,
insfead of giving them a fair deal. Tt is
mol the intention of the court that the
minimum rate should be made the maxi-
mum, for in their awards they set dewn
the minimum rate to he paid to the
least eompetent workers on the job. Im-
mediately on obtaining an award the em-
ployers reduce all their men on the work
to the lowest possible minimum. In such
cireniustanees a man is justified in refns-
ing to work for that rate when he knows
that he is worth mmeh more. Tnstead of
the awards heing dealt with in a fair and
reasonable wanner hy the employers,
every opportunity is taken o erush the
men down by paying them the minimum.
Had the emplovers heen fairly econsid-
erale, or had they nsed any considera-
tion at all lowards their emplovees, there
would have been nothing like the trouble
which has occurred in the past. Time
after time the employers, without eciting
the employees to the Court, have reduced
the rate of wages. Now thal the matter
has been brought forward, and the defects
in the present Aet have been set out so
clearly and strongly before Ministers, I
hope the Government will take the earliest
oppartunity to allow an amending Ar-
hitration Bill to eomne hefore the House,
as by such means all the evils hrounght
ahout by the present practically wnwork-
able measure will be remedied. The Min-
ister for Works said thai on no oeeasion
have the Government or any  Minisler
treated the workers unfairly. We know
well from the reinarks made by a goud
many civil servants that it is doubtfnl
whether the Minister conld get one of
those workers to come forward and =ay

he had been ireated fairly. Hundreds of
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¢ivil servants have attended special rneet-
ings, and unless there was something
wrong such meeiings would nof have been
held. There must he grievances to re-
dress. In the face of this position of af-
fairs the Minister said last night that on
no oecasion had the Ministers treated the
workers unfairvly, Then, again, as to the
Minister for Mines, he knows well {hat a
good many State hatieries were hung up
and the rate of wages was reduced. 1f
that iz not trealing the workers unfairly,
what is it ? The Minister for Works' idea
of fairness to the workers is shown hy
this, that some six years ago it was al-
leged he had said Gs. 6d. a day was as
much as any man who did hard labour
should receive.

Mr, Bath: It was Gs.

Mr. HOLMAN: Well, that makes it
all the worse,

The Minister for Works: You know
that such statements have been proved
untrue. I have denied them on many oc-
casions.

My, HOLMAN: From my knowledge
of the Minmister, from the dealings and
the fights I have had with him, I am more
inelined to helieve that the statement was
tn some extenl trune, As to the pre-es-
sional speech, 1 dv net intend to deal with
that, because it is Jikely that if I were to
speak for two or three hewrs on the Ad-
dress-in-Ueply now [ would be using ar-
gnments which will have to be utilised
again before very long. When the Budget
comes along, unless the Premier can place
a better aspeet on the finaneial affairs
than seems likely, I intend to leave no
stone unfurned o fry and bring about a
betier eondition of affairs. When we sce
this State drifting to the bad to the ex-
tent of over £1,000 a day, as it has done
during the past two months. we realise
that the finaneial question is one which
should receive (ke serious consideration
of every member of the Chamber. So far
as members on the Opposition side are
concerned, the financial aspect is so ser-
ous that I Feel sure they will do every-
thing possible to remedy the present state
of affaive. Tn Inoking through the list of
legislation  forceasted in the Governor’s
Speech for this session, I see enongh
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work set dewn there tn keep us going for
the next twe vears without any recess.
Most important matters are referred to
in the Speech. and here” we are now com-
ing towards (he end of the year and hope
to rige before Chrisimas. Therefore we
shal!l have seven or eizht weeks to deal
with the many matiers forecasted. This
is not giving members an opportunity to
go thoroughly into these important mat-
ters; and I regret thai the Premier, after
the prowise made last session, did nob
see fit 1o call Parliament together earlier
in the year so as to allow members
proper opportunity of dealing with ticse
mallers, and giving them that serious con-
sideration which they tequive and deserve.
Practieally the whole time that the pres-
ent Ministry have been in office has been
wasted. Very little good has been de-
rived from the work {hey have aecrm-
plished, leaving the railways, of course,
out of the guestion. We know well that
all the Ministers are full of promises;
they make these promises wherever they
o, and T am sorry that the Minister for
Mines especially has made so many
which he has failed to keep. That kind
of thing in itself has a detrimental effect
on the minng industry. The present
position of affairs in Western Anstralia
is anything but satistactory. I do not
think there is any public man who can
congratulate himself on the position of
affairs at the preceut  fime.  Instend
of what. {o my mind. iz the hest State in
the Commenwealth, with greater oppor-
tunities, vaster areas of country rich in
mineral wealth, we have a State which,
in the place of making that progress which
we should expeet, is going back. There
must he something radieally wrong, Dur-
ing the time the Labour Ministers were in
office. the responsibility for the depres-
sion which was existing in Western Auvs-
tralia was thrown upon their shoulders.
The Ministers then took the blame (o a
areat oxtent more than they should have
done, hut at the present time, instead of
ihe Ministers shouldering the hurdens,
thev tarn around and attribute the stagma-
lin~ in the State to Federation. We were
fe  ‘~1 in those days when the Labour

Gr cent were in office just as we are
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now, and the figures quoted by the Leader
of the Qpposition go to prove that as far
as the finances were concerned the Govern-
ment to-day are in a better position than
the Labour Government were. At the
same lime the Labour Government had to
bear the whole of the burden of the con-
demnation. We have had changes in the
varicus Ministerial oflices  since  then.
Now we have a new Treasurer, and it is
to he loped that he will make a better
showing than the Minister who has just
vacated the office. The same excuse is
brought forward when a Minister is re-

tired, and that ax the newly ap-
pointed Minister is new io  office, he
should be given every consideration, We

have heard that so vften that I think the
excuse is just about plaved vul.  Wilh re-
gard to the Minister for Works, he was
crificised preily freely last night, and the
generrl opinion of that gentleman was
stafed =0 emphatieally that I hepe be will
mend his ways in the future. With re-
gard to the Mines Department, and that
particular part of (he State that T re-
present, I have not much to say at the
present time, but I intend to deal with
the subject more fully laler on.  The
Minister for Mines has made many prom-
ises in the diztriet I vepresent, and hLe
has fulfilled very few of them. The
Lands Department has been Loosted up
from lime to time, bul the position it
oecupies is one on which we cannot eon-
eratulate onrselves. In looking baek (o
the various Ministers who have hiad econ-
trol of this department in the past few
years, we come to the time when Mr.
Hopkins, the present member for Bever-
ley, was Minister for Lands. At that
time, aceording to DPress reports, that
gentleman had built ihe Lands Depart-
ment up in such a way as te make it
something wonderful; in fact, there wns
no more room for improvement, After
gome little lime we had a change and (he
present Premier bheeame Minister for
Lands, He made refarms, and great pro-
gress followed. in fact, he did evervthing
possible, and remained in office for severnl
vears before uny change ecame ahont.
Then it was found that another change
was required, and the present oecupant
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of the portfolio, Mr. Miichell, was given
charge of the department, and even in
the short period he bas been there, he too,
bas made such greai progress that the de-
partment has been reformed out of all
knowledge. That in itself utterly con-
demns the adminisiration of the depart-
ment by the present Premier when he
was Minister for Lands, and when he
had only that office to look affer. Other
matters in econnection with varvious depart-
ments, such as hospitals, police and im-
migration, have been dealt with at length
by other members, and there will be other
opportunities later to deal with them
again. The question of the hospitals
and their administration has been re-
ferved to fully by the memher for Cue,
and I am sorry the present Ministry have
made an endeavour to prevent people in
the outback centres, where they so urg-
ently require assistance in the way of
hospitals, from receiving that attention
that they shounld be entitled to, by having
the expenditure cut down in sueh a way
as to prevent medical comforis and assist-
ance being given. In other matters of ad-
ministration, such as compensation, cases
have been brought under my notice of
men employed by the Government being
injured while following their ocenpations.
In almost every case brought under my
notice, various Ministers, or their depart-
mental officers, have refused to grant
proper compensation. T shall deal
further with these matters, in order to
see whether a man employed by the Gov-
ernment, when injared, cannot receive the
compensation he is entitled te according
to law. One matter which T am sorrv to
note, is that the position af Western Ans-
tralia is not much better in regard to the
finances, so that members might secure
inereases in their salaries and obtain bet-
ter facilities for travelling and, in faet,
be treated generally as members of Par-
lhament ought to be treated. Even with
the finances in the present condition I am
satisfied that better work eould he done
if the salaries of members were inereased
say 50 per cent. Members representing
distant eleciorates often have to fravel
as much as 1.000 miles by road. af least
once a vear, and this means an expendi-

[ASSEMBLY.]

ture of 25 per cent. of the salary. Look
at the expense that a member is also put
to in connection with telegrams and post-
age. These are items which I consider
should be paid by the State. T regret
very mueh that there are not a sufficient
number of membhers here whe are in
favour of a decent salary being paid, and
to enable a measure for an increase fo
be carrvied through the House. I would
weleome at the earliest opportunity any-
thing that might be done to treat members
of this Chamber in a morve liberal man-
ner than they are heing treated at the
present time. The Government, instead
of assisting those who should be assisted
=T refer to pioneers—are at every turn
giving their attention to assisting those
who do not require assistanee. We have
it from the Minister for Mines, and the
matter is now under consideration, that

it is proposed to make an inerease
in our State battery charges. I trust,
however, nothing further will be done

to plaee any extra impost on the men who
are in the back conntry. We know full
well that all the Minister expects to save
in that direction is between £6,000 and
£7.000 a year. and he is trying to save
that by increasing the eharges for erush-
ing at State halteries. In all probability
a great deal more revenne will be lost in
olher directions if those increased charges
are imposed. At the same bime, we have
the grent Mines Water Trust in Kalgoor-
lie—a trust which comprises some 15
mines, almost all of which are riech divid-
end paying propositions, and most of
whieh, during the last few years, have
paid something like £16,000,000 in divid-
ends—and we are going to echarge the
prospector more for crushing stone at
the State battery in the hope of saving
hetween £3,000 and £6,000 a year, while
this {rust are getting their water from
the Government at charges which are 50
per cent. less than it costs to pump the
water to the goldfields. That is a matter
that should receive very serious considera-
tion at the hands of the Government,
Water that costs this eountry 7s. Gd. per
thousand gallons to pump to Kalgoorlie
is heing sold to the Great Boulder Pro-

prietary, a mine that has paid over three:
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millions in dividends, for is. 6d. a ihou-
sand gallons, and the State is losing 6s.
on every thousand gallons that the mine
fakes at that price. The trust are charged
from 1s. 6id. to 5s. per 1,000 gallons.
This, too, is a matter that should
be dealt with more fully when the Bud-
gel is being discussed, and I trust that
the Treasurer, when he delivers his finan-
cial statement, will tell us that he has
made provision whereby £50,000 more re-
venue will be derived from the Xines
Water Trust (han we are getting at the
present time. That 15 a question that
should be dealt with at the earliest pos-
sible moment. An increase in the charge
for water supplied to the Mines Water
Trust will not affect more than one or
two prospecting shows. The question of
mining development has always been one
that should be approached in a non-party
spirit, Tt is for the benefit of the people
of the State to see that the mines are de-
veloped so as to give the hest return to
the Government of the country and, as
far as I am personally eoncerned, it has
always bheen with me a question above
party. To show how difficult it is to get
reforms effected, there are many maiters
of ereat interest to the workers brought
forward time after time which have not
received consideration from the Minister
in power. Take the suggestions brought
forward for the beiter trentment of pros-
peciors when crushing stone, for grant-
ing necessary facilities, and generally as-
sisting all those men outbaeck. As a mat-
ter of faet they receive very little assist-
ance at all. When I first suggested the
time system of crushing, it took the Min-
ister some 15 or 15 months to adopt it,
but sinee that time it has been the salva-
tion of many low-grade propositions in
the State. 1 was one of the first to ad-
vocate the introduction of producer gas
engines, the most economical process
known for giving power ‘to machinery,
and at present, instead of modernising
the batteres and reducing the costs to the
lowest minimum, we still go on in the old
stvle, with broken down and half-dis-
maniled batteries which eannot be ex-
pected to give a fair return. The sooner
we deal with the position in a proper
manner, and modernise every battery and
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ghve up-to-date appliances, and allow
prospeciors to crush ai the lowest pos-
sible price, the beiter it will be for the
mining eommunity. Tntil that is done
we cannot expect any satisfaclory work
from our present public battery system.
The Minister s always slow in adopting
suggestions in that direction, but he must
realize that he eannot do anything with
broken down bhatteries. To show how
the charges are inereased above all
reason in some cenires, il need only
be stated that prospectors have to
cart their stone nine or 10 miles, and
then have to pay as high as 15s. per
ton for bhaving that stone carted.
In one centre, that of Yaloginda, there
are over 30 mines working at the pre-
sent time. I had a somewhat peculiar
proposition put to me a few days ago,
when a man well known at Yaloginda
said that if he were granted a hotel li-
cense for the distriet, he would be pre-
pared to erect a publie battery at his own
expense. That should be accepted by
the Govermment as a strong argument in
favour of exiending the principle of
State hotels such as we have at Gwalia.
That hotel is perhaps the hest paying
proposition the Government have at the
presenl day, seeing that the returns of
profit are anything from £2,000 to £3.000
a year. And if we can do that at Gwalia
there are many other ecentres where it
could be done equally well. Although I
do not wish to advoeate the extension of
State hotels to increase drinking, yet I
cannot help feeling that if we had more
hotels like that at Gwalia, it would be
better not only for the local people hut
for the State itself. It would, perhaps,
be a gond plan for the Minister for Mines
to erect a State hotel at Yaloginda, to-
oether with a State battery. Then there
is the question of the railway facilities
promised to Meekatharrn.  After cer-
tain resolutions had been carried, and not
until then, the measure was introduced
into the Honse and passed, but up to the
present time no start has heen made with
the construction of the line. There is,
perhaps, no place in Western Australia
to-day with a more promising future than
has Meekatharra. It has the greatest
belt of gold preducing country known in
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the Stale, and the values are lasling dowu,
for some of the mines have 5 oz. slone
al a depth of 500 feet. The line of reef
along Paddy’s Flat extends some 4 or 5
miles and the latest discovery would seem
to indieate that the reef runs still another
2 miles. A year or so ago the distriet
was producing only a few (housand
ounces of gold per annum, whereas to-
day it is producing 4,000 or 5,000 ouneces
per month. Moreover the whole of the
properties, with two exceptions, are held
by ibe prospectors themselves. That, I
elaim, is a place to which we should
cheerfully give even greater facilities
than are provided for a district held
practically by one or two companies; for
whereas the dividends from the higger
mines in other centres are paid out he-
yond the State, in Meekatharra where the
properties are locally owned every penny
of dividend is retained within the State,
and spent in the State. This being so, T
claim that £2,000 paid in dividends at
Meekatharra is of more lasting advant-
ave Lo the State than £50,000 sent to
speculators in London. Where we have
lneal propositions we should do all we
possibly can to maintain these proposi-
tions in the hands of the people in the
State. But how different has been the
treatment extended to a place like Phillips
River! Without any resolution moved
in this House the question of a railway
was taken up and a line constructed to
assist  practically oue company. At
Meckatharra with more than treble the
popuwiation and more than three times the
amount of gold turned out, and where the
cost of cartage is quite as high as ever it
was at Phillips River, we find that no
movement is being made with the con-
struciion of the promised line. Yet this
line would be revenue producing and
selt-supporting from the time the rails
were laid.  Unforiunately the country is
hekd by our own prospeetors and, in con-
sequence, unnecessary delays are allowed
to ocenr. I eannot help feeling surprised
that more progress has not been made in
the direction of giving these prospectors,
sume of whom are expending as much as
£100 a munth in prospecting  greafer
{acilities than are so rveadily afforded to
the richer companies. But the same thing
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ocens Lhere as Las been noticed in re-
spect to the Mines Water Trust. We ave
gelling the water at low prices ranging
up io 3s, per 1,000 gallons, while the
RRailway Departiment has to pay 7s. Gd.
per 1,000 gallons for every drop of water
it uses. It is simply greasing the fat
hog. At Phillips River we had a railway
put down to assisi one mining company,
and T trust that before any speeulators
are allowed to get hold of the properties
owned by the prospectors at Meekatharra,
any enhanced value to he derived by

the coming of the railway will be
given to the prospectors who have

opened up the country, and who arve still
spending their money in developing that
district. The railway will not only bene-
fit Meekatharra, but all the eountry right
up to Peak Iill. The Peak Hill Com-
pany are jproducing ore valeed at a
little less than 2 dwts, and making it pay.
This heing so, a reduction of one shilling
in (heir eosts would provide employment
for some hundreds of men. A State bat-
tery at Yaloginda and another at Quinns
would furnish employment for still an-
other thousand men within twelve monihs.
These are guestions that should receive
the earnest consideration of the Minister.
We often hear that a member is hound to
say all he ean in favour of his own elec-
torate; but it is not so in my case. I do
not ask the Minister to aceept my word
as to what is going on up there. AN T
ask is that he should give due considera-
tion to the reports of his own officers
which have been sent in fo 1lre head office.
At Wiluna and oat in ilie Never Never
country—the most remote mining centre
in the southern portion of the State, and
at the same time one of the most pro-
nrising—we have the largest lodes ever
discovered in this eountry.  They are,
perhaps, a litlle on the low-grade side,
but if wmked en a large seale they would
provide emplovment for lundreds of
men. The question of railway communi-
cation for that cenfre will have ta ke very
seriously considered in the near future,
fur 1f these lew grade proposilions are
zeingz to be worked with any deoree of
success the question of affording  {hem
rallway communication and cheap timber
will have to be faced. T myself will make:
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a mwve in thai direciion in the House as
soun as ever [ have the necessary data
at haund. Unfortunately the mining in-
dustry in Western Australia, at the pres-
ent lize is in rather a languishing con-
dition. We know that the total number
of men engaged in the indusiry has heen
reduced by over 1,000 during the last 12
months o so. This would seem to indi-
cate that there is something radieally
wrone with the existing condition of
affairs. The worst feature of it is that
we nre losing the best prospectors we
bave, men who have opened up and de-
veloped many different districts. They
are woing to other States to-doy. A num-
ber of them are going to Queensland. It
mayx he that the same opporfunities are
not offering in that State; still the opin-
ion exists among these men that the ad-
ministration of our mining departrment
is nut sufficiently satisfactory to induce
them tv remain here. We know full well
that the ordinary, struggling man eannot
get the assistanee he recuires to enable
him fo open up and develop his property.
As far as Western Australia is concerned
we cannnt disguise the fact that we are
suffering under a very severe depression.
Property owners in and ahout Perth
knew full well that their properties have
deprectated from 30 to 40 per cent dur-
ing the last four years. We go to any
part of the City or suburbs and find
seorez of houses untenanted. The un-
employed diffieulty is in painful evidence
in every part of the State. Revenne is
vanishing and the means of raising it
are becoming mere difficult each year.
At the present time we pay about 33
per cent. of our revenue in interest and
sinkine fund charges. We will have to
look to something extraordinary in the
near future io give us a fillip whirh will
assist us in bding over the depression.
AHhough agriculture seems likelv to make
such progress in Western Australia that
towards the end of the next five or six
vears we shall have very little to fear,
still in my opinion it hehoves us to do
everviliing possible to revive our mineral
induslry to the end that it may tide ns
the few lean years
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develepment of o agricultural
industry. Where there is a pos-

sibility of opening up a new goldfield no
effort should be spared to push forward
that distriet. Above all 1 would prefer
to see those properties owned by people
in {he State freely assisted, that the pro-
fits derived from mining might be spent
in the State insiead of, as ai present,
being sent elsewhere. The sooner we real-
ise the Tact that practically all our divi-
dends go out of the country, leaving us
no henefit whatever, the better for all.
Iu the Governor’s Speeeh certain mining
legislation iz foreshadowed. I am sorry
1o say I do not know exaetly what the
Bill is going to be, or what part of our
existing mining legislation it will amend.
In recent speeches the Minister for Mines
has intimated that he is going to introduce
legislation to give greater security of ten-
nre of mining property. If it be his in-
tention to introduce legislation in that
diveetion this session, I may tell him that
T am going to give it all the opposition
I possibly can. We want to make our
mining laws move stringent than they are
at presenf, We find mining properties
of 300, 400, and even GO0 acres—more like
sheep stations—and if the companics were
to continue working these properties at
the rate at which they are being worked
lo-duy they might operatc on them for
the next 1,500 years hefore working them
out. What is 1eally required is that we
should endeavour to do away with the
amalgamation and eoncentration of lah-
our. This would he far hetter for the
mining industry of Western Australia
than any attempt at giving greater se-
curity of tenure. Already too great in-
ducements are being offered for the loek-
inz up of the land; and T waintain that,
if these mines are held and not worked.
lhe =ooner we place stringent conditions
on them the betler. Some of ihe com-
panies are asking for zecurity of lenure,
and the Minister has foreshadowed his
intention of giving the freehold of mining
tenements to these people. It praetically
means giving them the fee simple of their
propetties.

The Minister for JMines: No, it does
not.
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Mr. HOLMAN: Practically it means
the same thing. By the expenditure of
a few pounds in January of one year,
they wonld have Lhe right to retain the
property for the rest of the 12 months
without doing a hand’s torn on it.

The Minister for Mines: It depends
upon the amount.

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes, and I ean assure
the Minister that it will depend upon
the amount of support he will get
in this Chamber in this direction. The
experience we have had in the past and
the information I ean produce will be
sufficient to eonvince members against
granting greater seeurity of tenure. I
am satisfied that we have leases that re-
quire every assistanee and consideration,
and they should always be entitled to it;
but now we have arecas held by mining
ecompanies in my own distriet over 300
acres :n extenl, and in other distriets I
believe they amount to over GO0 aeres all
told, and it is impossible to work these
leases or prospect them. There are leases
in my distriet that have been held for
six years and not worked, and the sooner
the Minister realises the position the bet-
ter it will be for the State.

The Minister for Mines: T wish you
would give me some instanees,

Mr. HOLMAN: There is the Star of
the East, an instance which the Minister
has had time after time.

The Minister for Mines: I explained
the position of that mine last year and I
dealt with i,

Mr. HOLMAN: Baut they gol the ex-
emption all the same. They do net do
any work on the lease. The Minister
knows that there has been applieation
after applieation for the forfeiture of the
property, and that the people applying
have not been able to get it, though 1
believe the eompany were fined a little
while ago. At any rate that lease has
not been worked in a lemtimate manner
for the last seven years. This is only
one property. I merely mention it to
show that fhis thing exists and T eould
mention other properties in the sawme con-
dition. Instead of giving greater securily
of tenure, what we should do is to make
these leaseholders work their properties
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in a lemtimate manner. I had a few
suggeslions to offer to push forward the
mining tndustry, beeause this must be
the industry we are to look to for the
next few years, and it is one fhat should
receive consideration from every member
of the House. So far as the battery
charges are concerned, T think ihe RMin-
ister should give the position a little more
considevation and that he should not at-
tempt to place any impost on the should-
ers of those least ahle to lear it. He
shonld bear in mind that if he inereases
the charges over what they ave now it
will disconrage legitimate prospeectors and
probably may do a great deal more harm
than the good the department will gain
by saving a maiter of ahont £5,000.
Other matters I intend to deal with on
the Budget, when I shall point out
to the Minister where reforms can be
made. I have alwavs been accused of
heing a strong party man in mining mat-
ters, hut the Minister knows that he is
going lo sericusly eonsider some of the
suggestions T have pui forward, such as
erushing by time, and the introduetion of
producer gas engines, a saving that will
mean a reduetion of a shilling or eighteen-
pence per ton on the crushing charge for
prospectors.  Many suggestions have
heen put forward from this side, but
simply on this aceount do not seem to
earry the effect they should have, and
reforms are thus delayed to a great ex-
tent. There are many directions in which
we eould get a eonsiderable amount of
revenue for the State. Take for instance
the quesiion of our railway freights that
have heen reduced. These are matters
that T intend to deal with in the near fu-
ture, hecause they naffect directly things
in which I am interested. Fortunately
we have now information that will guide
us to a great extent and show us where
we can gain a good many thousands of
pounds in our railway revenue. T refer
partienlarly to the great progress made
in the timber industry. Lahour members
have always been criticised for taking a
certain stand in eonneetion with that in-
dustry; hut when we find that these com-
panies are prepared to spend thonsands

of pounds to prevent men going to the
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Arbirration Couri io have a settlement of
labour troubles without a cessation of
work, we see that they can pay the
freights that should be charged for the
carriage of their timber. But I intend
to deal with this more fully perhaps on
a direct motion in the near fuiure. The
nuesiion of our forests was deall with
very ably by the member for Forrest last
evening. It is an important one and one
that should receive consideration and
should make us seek to devise some means
of reserving our forests for the benefit
of the people of the State. I intend to
bring forward if possible this session,
should I have the time, a measure relat--
inz to the various aceidents on the mills.
I counsider that we should have an Act
governing the inspection of these places,
such as we have in the mines. I darve-
sav the pervcentage of accidents at the
mills is higher than on the mines, and we
have a good many men killed in the mills.
T have written to the Aftorney General
several times on the subjeet. but we ecan-
not get an inquiry or an inquest on these
men killed, and I say it is a standing
disgrace and a scandal.

The Attorney General: I have given in-
structions for inquesls to he held.

Mr. HOLMAXN: You may have done
so for the future. but men lave been
killed and some have been huried without
inquiries or inquests, and that is a state of
affairs that should not be tolerated in any
civilised country. What we should do is
to prevent these things by appointing in-
spectors to visit the wmills as soon as
accidents oceur and to hold inquiries into
them as is done on the mines. That will
prevent a great many of these accidenis.

The Minister for Mines: Js it not done
already under the Machinery Act?

Mr. HOLMAN: They do not always
happen in conneetion with machinery, and
I am doubtful whether saws come under
the machinery sections. TIn faet there has
been no inguiry into accidents other than
fatal on the mills to my knowledge. An
inquest may not always be necessary, but
an inquiry should always be held, because
even if the inquiry does no good to the
man injured it may bring ahout an im-
provement to the machinery or the con-
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ditions of working so as to prevent simi-
lar accidents in the future, However,
these are matters that can be dealt with
later on, and it is my iniention, as I bave
said, if {ime permits, to introduce leyis-
lation in that direction, because the lives
and limbs of the workers of the Siate
should be proteeted at all hazards. We
should protect the people of the State
from suffering injury or from death when
following their occupations. We have been
fortunate during the last year or two in
not having many labour troubles and we
hope that state of affairs will continue,
though the position is not a8 satisfactory
as we would like it. We are doing every-
thing possible in that direction, but al
the samme time we desire a full measure
of protection for the people following the
different occupations, and we are going
to get that if we possibly can. 1 would
like to have had more time to deal with
the question of our financial position.
However, other opportunities will ocenr
in the verv near future, when I intend to
point out that many thousands of pounds
can he saved by placing the impost on
the shoulders of those hest able to bear
it. T have been mild in my remarks to-

.day; even the Minister for Mines can-

not sav that T have said anything out
of place; and he ean be assured that while
he confinues in the right way and aceepts
the advice of those of us who are inter-
ested in the mining industry, he will

-always get the support and assistance of

members on the Opposition side of the
House.

Mr. JOHNSON (Gaildford): It is not
my intention to prolong the debate in any
way, because I intend to reserve any re-
marks T may have until the Budget is
brought down, which T understand will be
at an early date. My remarks at that
time will be prineipally a criticism of the
Government’s finaneial methods and of
the action of the Government in eonnee-
tion with the Medieal Department and the
heospitalz. But seeing in the speech of
the Minister for Works last night such an
incorrect slatement in connection with the
finanees and also an ontrageously incor-
recl stafement in conpeetion with medical
matters as applying to the Labour party,
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I desire at this moment to give a flat
contradiction to those statements, in order
that the Minister’s statement will not get
too far ahead of us, and I shall go into
further details when the Budgel comes
down. The portion 1 desire to refer to
is where the Minister differed from the
eriticism of the Leader of the Opposition
when the latier ecompared the loan in-
debledness of the State in 1905 with that
in 1909. The Leader of the Opposition
said that in 1905 the loan indebtedness
per head of the population was £62,
whereas in 1909 it had increased to £72
per kead of the population, making a dift-
crance of £10 per head of the pepulatien.
The Minister in lis reply deliberately eon-
tradicted that and went on to state that
the figures quoted by the Leader of ihe
Opposition  did  not include the Jloan
fluated by the Labour Government ai the
end of 1905. That is eorrect; but il hon.
members will fake the trouble to look
through the financial returns issued from
the Treasury, they will find that a special
note is puk in te the effect that the loan
was raised so close to the 30th June of
thal year that it wasg not ineluded in 1903.
Consequently it is clear to evervbody

tltat ihe loan then raised by the Daglish |

Government was not ineluded in those
figures. But it is also on recard that in
September of 1905 the Government that
followed the Daglizsh Government, namely
the Rason Government, had a surplus of
£967.000 to the eredit of their loan ac-
count, which clearly shows that the Dag-
lish Government had not used that money
to pay off liabilities, and that the nioney
was available for the Rason Government
to carry out the woarks proposed; conse-
quently it could not be ineladed. The
Minister then proceeded to say that in
1909 the loan raised hy the present Gov-
ernment was inelnded. I admit it was;
but I echallenge contradietion when T say
that the greater portion of that loan was
all eaten ap by linbilities, a different
thing to the loan of 1905. Be that as it
may, that is not the point T desire {0 em-
phasise. The Minisfer in his stafement
said that as o matter of fact in exaet fig-
ures the inerease in loan indebtedness be-
tween 1905 and 1909 was £3 16s. 9d. per
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head of the population; but those figures
are distinetly incorrect and the Minister
must have known they were incorrect
when he delivered them; because if we
look at ihe Statistical :bstract, we find
that the loan indebtedness per head of
population in 1905 was £62, while if we
leave 1909 out of the question altogether
and take the figures for 1908 only, be-
fore the loan was raised to which the
Minister referred, we find that the loan
indebtedness per head of the population
was then £69 per head, or.an inerease,
comparing 1905 with 1908, of £7 per
lkead of the population. Yet the Minis-
ter says distinctly and emphatieally that
the difference belween the two years was
only £3 16s. 9d. One reason for which
I rose was to give a flat contradiction to
these figures, and let the people of the
State know that when the Leader of the
QOpposition quoted figures he quoted those
which were absolutely correet, and not
incorrect, as the Minister desires us to be-
lieve.

Mr. Underwood:
what he says.

Mr., JOHNSON: e know he is a
pasimasler of misrepresentation and dis-
tortion.  In ali hiz speeches he omiis to
quate the exaet ligures used. or remarks
made, by members, for he will twist the
figureg and remarks round, build up and
ereate certain statements whieh he attri-
hutes to memkbers, and then proceeds to
knock them down. As we shall have an
apportunity of giving considerable atten-
tion to the financial position when the
Budget s  under discussion. it s
neeessary that the fisures nsed by the
Minister for Works should be contradicted
so that there will be no misapprehen-
sion In {he minds of the people of the
State. The next point T wish to refer to
in eonnection with the Minisler’s state-
ment is that he practieally said the Gov-
ernment were foreed into econrring in
conneetion with the hospitals +»  -~rount
of Ihe continuous critieisms of 1 nmhers

It does not matter

on the Opposition side 1 ad-
ministration of Ihe Health T~ tment.
T 2ive that a flat eonirrdioti I
say again that the Minister @ " ately
misrepresenied this side of 17 Touse
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when he made that statemcut. I deny
his power to find in Hansard an instance
where we have criticised expenditure in
-eonnection with the protection of the lives
of the people in the State. We know
perfectly well that the action of the Gov-
ernment in Lhis regard is distinetly un-
popular, and the Minister for Works now
tries to shield himself behind misstate-
ments and by saying that the Govern-
ment were forced to de an unpopular
aef, because they were pushed on to it by
members of the Labour party. That
contention is incorrect and wrong, and the
Minister for Works in saying what he
did in that conneetion was merely giving
a fair bulk sample of the misrepresenia-
tions which were made in his speeches last
" session.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

BILL—SEA-CARRIAGE OF GOODS.
Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. J.
L. Nansoa), in moving the second read-
ing, said: In the few words I shall say
in commending this Bill to members I
will not oceupy the time of the House
very long. As wmembers are aware,
where goods are entrusted to a ship-
.owner for carriage by sea, and by the
negligence of the shipowner, or his ser-
vant, or ageni, these goods are either
lost, damaged, or destroyed in the ab-
sence of any expressed stipulation to
the contrary the shipowner is liable for
the damage sustained. A practice has,
however, sprung up among shipowners
of embodying in the bills of lading ex-
ceptions so numerons as practically to
leave the shipper or consignee without
any legal redress in the event of the
goods being lost. It has been said that
in connection with these nnmerons ex-
-ceptions practieally the only obligation
imposed wpon the shipowner is to col-
lect the freight whieh he may or may not
earn. Some four years ago this matter
was brought up in the Commonwealth
Parliament, and an Act was passed pro-
viding that shipowners should mnot Dbe
allowed in this way to evade what the

Lo
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Cemmonwealth Parliament regarded as
a very just liability. The Act passed by
the Commonwealth Parliament, how-
ever, only applied to ships ecarrying
goods from any place in Australia io
any plaee outside Australia, or from any
port in one State of Australia to any
port in another State. But in the case
of vessels sailing from a port in une
State to another port in the same Sta:e
the Act does not apply, and instaonces
have occurred in Western Australia
where hardship has been caused to ship-
pers or consignees, owing to the absence
of this very legitimate provision adopted
by the Commonwealth Parliament. The
Bill I am bringing before the notice of
members practieally applies the provi-
sions of the Commonwealth Bill to the
carriage of goods between port and port
in this State, so that protection will be
exiended to the consignee or shipper for
goods shipped say at Fremantle and con-
signed to Broome.

Mr. Walker: Is not the shipping ex-
clusively the provinee of the Common-
wealth now?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We

-have full power to deal with such mat-

ters coming within our own territory.
What members have to consider is, I
think, whether this Bill will give a very
necessary relief, and if we possess, as I
submit we do, the power to give that
relief, it would be regrettable indeed if
it were not granted. I may point out
that it is not the object of the Bill to
make any alteration, or to establish any
new law; all the Bill says is, that what-
ever common law rights, or statutory
provisions are applicable to a bill of
lading they are not to be evaded by the
shipowner foreing the shipper to sign a
document containing a number of excep-
tions which practically free him from all
liability. Tt may be argued that there
is no compulsion upon the shipper to
send his goods by any partieular vessel
belonging to any partienlar shipowner,
but an argument of that kind would not
have weight with any member of this
House, because we are all aware of the
eonditions under which {he shipping
business must necessarily be condueted
in o small community like ours. We
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know the shipper has virtually no op-
tion in the matter, that there are such
things as uniform bills of lading, that
the shipowners decide among themselves
what conditions they will impose, and
that if the shipper is not prepared to
assent to those conditions he will have
no other opportunity of sending his
goods by another wvessel.

Mr. Underwood: They also have secret
rebates.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 'The
Bill does not go into that aspeet of the
matter. It is provided by Claunse 5, that
a shipowner cannof contract himself ount
of his liability for loss or damage of
goods arising from the improper condi-
tion of the ship’s hold, or from negli-
gence on the part of the shipowner, or
his servants or agents. There is a fur-
ther provigion in the following clause,
that if conditions of that kind are in-
serted in the bill of lading the shipowner
is liable to heavy penalty., Neither can
the shipowner relieve himself of his
liability to keep his ship sea-worthy, nor
to handle the goods entrusted to him
carefully. Clause 7 of the Bill provides
that in every bill of lading a warranty
shall be implied that the ship is sea-
worthy, and also implies various condi-
tions which are found in all bills of
lading; for instance, that the wvessel is
properly equipped and manned. If this
elanse is passed it will not he necessary
to insert the more usual provisions in a
bill of lading, for they will be taken to
be there. The shipowner is protected
from liability for damage arising from
a variety of causes, such as, acts of God
or the King’s enemies; the inherent de-
feet, quality, or viece of the goods; the
insnfficiency of package of the goods;
the seizure of the goods under legal pro-
cess; any aet of omission of the shipper
or owner of the goods, his agent or re-
presentative; saving or attempting to
save life or property at sea, or any de-
viation in saving or attempting to
save life or property at sea. They ave
various stipulations with which no fault
can be found. I do not anticipate that
any objection will be taken to this Bill,
becaunse it is a measure which, so far as
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the inter-State trade is concerned, has
now heen in operation for some four or
five years and with excellent results. As
I have already pointed out, there have
been cases in Western Australia where
hardship has been inflicted through the
absence of a similar measure here, and I
think I am justified in saying this mea-
sure meets with the approval, certainly
of some of the Judges, and I think with
the approval of the legal profession. T
am not aware of any strong dissatisfue-
tion being expressed towards it by the
shipping community. It is necessary to
have some form of legislation on the sub-
jeet, and T beg to move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. BATH (Brown Hilly: T am not
going to take any exception to the pro-
visions of the measure, but T would like
to point out to the Attorney General that
provison is made here that ships shall he
seaworthy in all respects, and properly
manned, equipped, and supplied, whereas
there is nothing in the Bill itself which
gives us any idea as to the exact nature
of equipment and of manning which will
fulfil requivements. The Attorney Gen-
eral has said that the provisions have
been taken from the Commonwealth
measure, and it would seem to me that the
clanses have been wrested from their ern-
text in the Commoniwealth Act and, there-
fore, we have nothing in the measure hy
which we will know what those provisions
are. I think we want something more
definite than is contained in this Bill
Without knowing the exaet provisions of
the Commonwealth measure, I imagine
something more is necessary to be taken
from it, in order that we may know what
these provisions regarding equipment and
manning, ete., will he, otherwise the ship-
owners may have altogether different
ideas on the question. What we want to
know is what constitutes the standard on
this point?

The Attorney General: We are not
laying down any standard in this measure.

Mr. BATH: It seems fo me that the.
omission will lead to injury. Theve ought
to be, in fact I am sure there is, in the
Navigation Acts expressed provisions
with regard to eguipment, the number of
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jife-boats, the number of olber buals, the
number of sailors, the tonnage, and in
every other respect there are expressed
provisions included in the Act. If the
Comwmonwealth Aet applies apart from
this measure it will be sufficient; if it
does not, we should have in this Bill a
stipulation as to what the proper equip-
ment and manning should be.

On motion by Mr. Angwin, debate ad-
Journed.

ADJOURNMENT—BILLS NOT
PRINTED.

The PREMIER (Hon, N. J. Moore):
T regret that the Bill dealing with licensed
survevors, and, indeed, the three or four
measures following, have not yet been
printed. The same remark applies to the
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage
and Drainaze Bill. The Minister for
Works is guite ready to proceed with this
rneasure, but it has not heen printed and
has not yet arrived at the House. The
private Bills have not vef been printed,
therefore, I move—

That the House do now adjourn.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 548 p.m.

Tegislative Essembly,
Tuesday, 7th September, 1909.
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PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Mines: Statement
of expendilure under the Mining Devel-
opment Act for the year ended 30th June,
1909,

By the Premier: 1, By-law passed hy
the Subiaen Loeal Board uf Health. 2,
Amended Regulation No. 22 passed by
the Fremantle Iospital Board.

By the Minister for Lands; 1, Regu-
lations under the Land Aet. 1398,
2, Permits to construct timber tramways.
3, The Cemeteries Aet, 1B97T—By-laws
and statements of receipts and expendi-
ture.

QUESTION—VACCINATION
RETURNS.

Mr. BOLTOX asked the Premier: What
is the number of children in West Aus-
fralia under the age of six months wlho
were registered as having heen vaecci-
nated during the peried, June 30th, 1908,
fo June 30th, 1509%

The PREMIER replied: 616.

QUESTION—PRINTING, FRE-
MANTLE GAOQL.

Mr. BOLTON (for My, Swan) asked
the Iremier: 1, What number of persons
is engaged in the printing department at
the Fremantle gaol? 2, Is it the inten-
tion of the Government to instal a type-
casting machme in this printing depart-
ment 7

The PREMIER replied: 1, There are
11 printers, 1 bookbinder, and 4 driving
the printing press {16 in all) in the shop.
3, No; it 15 not intended to extend the
printing shop at all, as the only prison-
ers to be employed there are those who
are physieally unfit for heavy labour.

QUESTION—RATLWAY SIDINGS
LEASED.

Alr. O'LOGHLEX asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, How many sidings are
let by the Railway Department to timber
companies and others along the South-
West lines? 2, What are the names of
the lessees? 3, What rent is paid to the
ilepartinent for each siding?



